
 

Descriptive Language 

Today’s learning challenge is to use your plan and word bank to describe 

a forest setting. 

Aim for a few paragraphs. Maybe one paragraph could describe weather 

and temperature. Another could describe the trees. Another the sounds 

of the forest. Perhaps you could use another paragraph to describe an 

animal. If you can write between 100 and 300 words (whatever is 

challenging for you) then that would be great. 

Resist from writing the whole story. We will create characters next 

week! 

If you need a wee help, you can use the starter below to get you going. 

 

Start with this 

Somewhere in the forest, it was dark.  Heavy rain poured down and thunder 

rumbled overhead.  There was nowhere to hide from the downpour.  No 

where to escape the scary forest. 

Trees reached out with long twisted arms and the sounds of scrabbling and 

scraping made the atmosphere even more threatening. 

There were dens that offered protection from the rain, but they were 

either dark, damp caves or overgrown tangles of thorns, neither of which 

gave any comfort.  

Lighting a fire would improve the feeling of dread but getting it lit would be 

a challenge after such a downpour… 

 

 

You could also mention… 

• The sound of water from a river or waterfall. 

• A creature that is either in the undergrowth or overhead in the 

branches. 

• Berries and tree types – remember how much more believable writing 

is if it has some facts. Wolf Brother mentions birch trees and 

lingonberries. What sort of trees and berries will your forest have? 

You could find photos online and do some sketches to accompany your 

text. 

 

 

 



Once you have written your setting, give the editing process a go by up-

levelling vocabulary and varying openers. 

 

Edit to this 

Somewhere in the forest, it was as dark as the night sky, thunder rolled and 

rain crashed down onto the forest floor.  There was nowhere to hide from 

the torrential downpour.  No where to get away from the perils of the 

forest… 

     


