
P5 Reading Detective Roles 

Predictor 

Look at the cover picture and read the blurb. What genre is the book and why do you think this? 
Who is the main character? Where and when do you think the story is set? What will happen in the 
story? Write the title of the book in the middle of your page, you can write it inside a crystal ball if 
you like! Write all your ‘I think…’ predictions around the outside of the book title. Illustrate if you 
wish! 

 

Summariser 

This task is designed to show that you understand the text, or a section of the text, really well by 
SUMMARISING the main events. This means that you only mention the really important things that 
happened and don’t use any descriptions or extra details (which is the opposite of what we usually 
ask you to do!). Important things to mention may include characters, settings, happenings and 
objects. Remember, a summary is a short or brief account of what has happened. Time connectives 
will help you: FIRST, THEN, NEXT, FOLLOWING THIS, AFTER THAT, LATER, FINALLY. 

 

Mind-mapper 

This task is to show you can spot important things in your book and also any connections between 
them. Important things include: characters, settings,  events and objects. Connections might be 
between different characters (relationships) but could also be between a character and a setting, or 
an object and a setting etc. Write your book title in the centre of your page and then begin to take 
branches from there to add central characters, main settings, main ideas. You can then take twigs off 
these big ideas to show the connections between the different things in the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Wizard 

Read the next section of your book (20mins reading time). Find five words in the extract that 
are new to you or are very effective/interesting. Write them down and, using the context of 
the story, guess what the words could mean. Note down your ideas by writing the word in 
one column of a jotter page and the definition in another column. Remember reading the 
sentence around a word helps to work out meaning. Finally, use a dictionary to find the true 
definition. How close were you?!? 

Word My definition Dictionary definition 
   

 



Correspondent 

This task is to show your letter writing skills and your understanding of character, plot and 
emotions. Choose a main character in the story and write them a letter. You should 
introduce yourself using personal information. You should then tell them what you think 
about events in the book, the actions of other characters, how they are being 
treated/treating others etc. Include your own opinions and feelings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustrator  

Show that you understand a scene, setting, event or character in your book by drawing a 
detailed illustration. Your drawing should include key information that you have read in the 
text. You can label your drawing with extra information. Colouring or shading your drawing 
to add more detail, information and atmosphere is also encouraged! 

Illuminator 

Bring a section of the book to life by reading it aloud or acting it out. Your reading should be 
expressive and loud enough for people to hear. You may assign family members roles so 
they can be part of the performance. Make sure you direct people so they know what to say 
or do. Make sure your tone of voice has the write type of emotion. You can also have a go at 
an accent for your character! 

 

 

Comparison Maker 

Your task is to identify similarities and differences between two characters by making a 
comparison. Once you have chosen your two characters, write a list of characteristics for 
each one: size, height, species, nationality, strengths, weaknesses, likes, dislikes, age etc. 

Then, using a round object, draw two overlapping circles to create a VENN diagram. Write 
shared characteristics in the overlap. Write specific characteristics in the circles.  

My House 

Monday 23 March 2020 

Dear Snow White, 

My name is …………….. and I go to school. Although not 
at the moment. I live with …… 

I am writing to tell you to BE CAREFUL!!! That evil 
queen….. 



 


